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Romans 11:36  For from Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things.   

To Him be the glory forever!  Amen. 
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ACAA TRACK MEET  

Friday, May 20 
 

NO SCHOOL 

Monday, May 30 
 

PRE-SCHOOL LAST DAY  

Tuesday, May 31 
 

11:30 DISMISSAL 

KINDERGARTEN LAST DAY  

Thursday, June 2  
 

COMMENCEMENT  

Thursday, June 2, 7:30 pm 
 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  

11:30 DISMISSAL 

Friday, June 3  
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Dear Parents, Grandparents, Alumni, and Friends, 
         

It has been a wonderful school year, and we praise God for the rich opportunities 

He has given us and the many evidences we have seen of His work among us.  To 

Him be all the glory!  We thank the army of parents, grandparents, alumni, help-

ers, and friends who have come alongside our staff day by day to provide all the 

many things necessary to make NCS flourish.  God has been SO good to us, and 

we praise Him for the privilege of daily working to impart to young people a pas-

sion for our awesome God. 
 

Amidst all the flurry of activity that May brings to us, we honored the staff and 

board members with a Thank-You Dinner last week and used the occasion to say 

a special thanks to Mrs. Martha Gray , retiring kindergarten teacher, and Mr. 

Scott Shaffer, retiring school board chairman [see inside of newsletter].  We sang 

together two scripture passages which our staff often sings:  Psalm 71:18ðdo not 

forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to 

all who are to come.  Psalm 90:16ðMay your deeds be shown to your servants, 

your splendor to their children.  We closed with the song, ñO may all who come 

behind us find us faithful; may the fire of our devotion light their way.  May the 

footprints that we leave lead them to believe, and the lives we live inspire them to 

obey.ò  Continue to pray with us that God will work mightily to this end in the 

lives of our students. 
 

Because the schoolôs fiscal year ends on May 31, you will notice that your first 

tuition charge for next year is actually dated June 3 instead of May 15; it is due 

by June 15.  The second monthly charge will be billed on June 15 and will be due 

July 15.  Also remember that the $75 curriculum fee for students in grades K-12 

is billed in three monthly installments of $25 with your June 3, June 15, and July 

15 invoices.  Scholarship letters are included with this monthôs invoice.  Over 100 

students have applied for and received scholarships for next year, totaling over 

$150,000.  We are committed to the scholarships that we have promised; but be-

cause of changes in the E.I.T.C. program, we currently have no funds to cover 

these scholarships.  [If you know of local businesses that are unaware of how they 

can help private schools through the E.I.T.C. program, please contact our office 

for more information.]  We are hopeful that sufficient E.I.T.C. funds will come 

through this summer.  If the E.I.T.C. funds do not come through, we trust that 

God will provide the scholarship funds through other means.  Please pray that the 

Lord will provide.  If you have any questions about your invoices or special fi-

nancial concerns, please contact Pastor Rees. 
 

 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

Commencement this year will be held at Winfield Baptist Church  on Thursday, June 2, at 7:30 p.m.  We would 

like all the students in grades seven through twelve to participate in the service this year.  If your child cannot attend, 

please send me a note as soon as possible.  Students in grades 7-12 should be at the church by 7:00 p.m.  Our speaker 

this year will be Mr. David Cantine.  Mr. Cantine graduated from NCS in 2002 and from St. Johnôs College in 2006.  

He joined the NCS faculty in 2008.  We look forward to his commencement address and to committing another class 

of seniors to the Lord, bringing the number of NCS alumni to 336! 
 

Remember that there is NO SCHOOL on Monday, May 30. We will have 11:30 a.m. DISMISSALS on Thursday, June 

2 and on Friday, June 3, which is the last day of school.  A school calendar for the next school year is enclosed with 

your newsletter and is also available at www.norrychristian.net.  Do be in prayer for us as we conclude this school year 

and continue to plan and prepare for the school year ahead.  
 

       

By His Grace,    

Pastor John Rees

SUMMER OFFICE SUMMER OFFICE SUMMER OFFICE 

HOURS:  HOURS:  HOURS:     

MONDAY MONDAY MONDAY ---    FridayFridayFriday    

9:009:009:00 ñññ3:00  3:00  3:00     
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New Playground Groundbreaking 

 

 
 

 

 

R & R Gift Cards  

Reminder:  

Due to the Memorial 

Day holiday, the 

deadline for order-

ing gift cards is 

Monday, May 23.  

The cards will be 

available for  pick 

up on Tuesday, May 

31.  
 

Gift cards are also 

available throughout 

the summer months. 

REMINDER TO  

PARENTS: 
 

Medications will be sent home 

with your child on the last day of 

school if they bring in a signed per-

mission slip from you.  Otherwise, 

you may personally pick up the medi-

cations in the nurseôs office.  Any 

medications not picked up by June 30 

will be discarded. Also, with your 

newsletter look for physical exam 

forms for students entering grades 6 

and 11 and dental exam forms for 

those entering grades 3 and 7.  

(Continued  from page 1) 

Patty Furman, ô91   

Fundraising Coordinator 

The students in grades K-6 were part of a very special event 

on Wednesday, May 11th.  The school held a groundbreaking 

ceremony for the new playground which will be installed by 

volunteers this summer.  The plans for a playground began in 

2006, but it wasnôt until 2010, when the school received a 

grant from the S. Luther Savidge Charitable Foundation, that  

the idea started to move ahead.   Then, with the first Warrior 

Walk-a-thon, which raised over $30,000, the fund goal for the 

playground was met.  Marc Thayer, an NCS Board member, 

worked closely with Ashley Bower from Playworld Systems 

to design a playground specifically for NCS.  Scott Heintzelman and Gretchen Brosius from the Foundation were at 

the ceremony, as well as Ashley Bower and Michael Bordner from Playworld Systems.   Five students also partici-

pated in the groundbreaking.  These were the K-6 grade students who submitted the most sponsor names for the Walk-

a-thon.  They were: Hannah Nelson, Zander Beaver, Jacob Furman, Emma Heid, and Kyle Wesner. We thank 

God for providing the funds needed through the generosity of so many family and friends of NCS.  To God be the glo-

ry!  Check out the schoolôs website through the summer to see the progress of the playground project!   

 
 

http://www.norrychristian.net/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cqc.state.ny.us/Danweb/images/medication.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.cqc.state.ny.us/Danweb/pastissues/oldissues/1998/Pay%2520Attention.htm&usg=__AixYOawfnmlAEaJni2sm1FYDve0=&h=172&w=165&sz=3&hl=en&start=6&t
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New Teacher Introduction 

Retirement Thank Youõs!  

Mrs. Martha Gray has been teaching at NCS since 1988, and she has provided a wonderful education to many kinder-

gartners.  She is a godly and gifted woman, and the Lord has used her mightily in many young lives.  She has decided 

to retire at the end of this school year.  We will miss her greatly, and we are thankful for the many years she has la-

bored among us so faithfully and joyfully.  From Mrs. Grayôs own words: 

 

ñIt is with a heavy heart that I will no longer regularly walk the halls of NCS.  But it is 

with a joyful heart that God has granted me the privilege of working in this corner of 

His vineyard for 23 years.  Thank you, parents, for entrusting your children to me and 

partnering with me in their education.  It has been a great delight!  Faculty and staff, 

you have ministered to me in countless ways and óI thank my God upon every remem-

brance of you.ô  óMay the Lord repay you for what you have done.  May you be richly 

rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel under whose wings you have come to take ref-

ugeô Ruth 2:12.  Lastly, I want to thank my husband for his unwavering love and sup-

port these many years.  I couldnôt have done it without your encouragement and godly 

counsel.ò 

                                                        Because of Calvary, 

                                            Mrs. Martha Gray  
 

I am delighted to inform you that our kindergarten teacher next year will be Miss Col-

leen Inns.  Her Christ-like character and rich teaching experience will be a tremendous 

asset to NCS.  Miss Inns graduated from Northumberland Christian School in 1989.  She 

received a B.S. in Elementary Education from Bloomsburg University in 1993 and a 

Masterôs Degree in Reading from Bloomsburg in 1997.  She has been teaching for sev-

enteen years, mostly in Christian schools.  She has been a classroom teacher for kinder-

garten, first grade, fifth grade, and 7-12 grade English.  She has served as a K-3 Assis-

tant Principal in a Christian school.  She has also taught summer prep courses for incom-

ing college freshman.  She currently works as a Reading Specialist and a Remedial Math 

Instructor in an inner city school in Harrisburg.  We are excited to welcome Miss Inns 

back to NCS to join ten other NCS alumni on our current teaching staff.  I know that her 

love for God and her joy in Him will be a great encouragement to all the staff and stu-

dents with whom she works day by day.  We do value your prayers for this time of tran-

sition. 

 

We want to say a special thank you to a man who has given countless hours to the 

ministry of NCS.  Mr. Scott Shaffer has been a part of the NCS family since his son 

Nathan began kindergarten in 1988.  He and his wife Cathy volunteered in many are-

as as their two sons came through NCS, Nathan graduating in 2001 and Andrew in 

2004.  Scott was an integral part of getting three new NCS endeavors off the ground 

and functioning well.  Scott served as chair of the NCS Parentsô Council from 1999-

2007 and also served on the NCS Development Committee from 1999-2011.  In 

2005 (after both his sons had already graduated from our school) he became the chair 

of the newly formed NCS School Board.  His expertise in setting up the board struc-

ture and shaping the way the board functions has been a great blessing to NCS; and 

he has left a legacy and a well-established support structure for the school, which will help us as we continue to serve 

God in this ministry.  As Scott retires from his service on the school board, we thank him for his faithful service for all 

these years, and we pray that God will continue to use him for His glory.   
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Development News 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  

 

Praise the Lord for the many individuals and businesses that have given so generously to support the 
ministry of NCS this year.  Their support enables us to continue to provide students with a God-centered 
education.  On PastorsΩ Day at NCS, it was a great encouragement to hear many of the students in this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ senior class share how their experience at NCS has encouraged them and strengthened their walk 
with Christ.  
 

 

 many of you are aware, in our attempts to keep an NCS education as affordable as possible, we set As

tuition rates at a level that does not meet our education costs.  We began the year needing to raise 

$200,000  to bridge the gap for this school year (our NCS Fund goal).  To date, the NCS Fund has received 

$185,72 6  thanks to generous support from many individuals and businesses. 

 

 

lease join with us in P prayingthat the Lord would work through His people to provide for the remaining 

$14 , 274  of support that we need to raise by May 31 st  . 

 

e would like to thank our W NCS Gideon Group members for recognizing this need and sustaining this  

ministry by committing annual support for bridging the gap. 

 

²9Ωw9 ![ah{¢ ¢I9w9Χ If you would like to partner with NCS by helping to  

 provide for this remaining financial need by May 31 

 you can donate online through our website or send a  

check to: 

 

      Office of Development 

      Northumberland Christian School 

      351 5th Street 

      Northumberland, PA  17857 

$200,000 

$150,000 

$100,000 

$50,000 

$0 

$185,726 

Northumberland Christian School is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.  

Your donation may be tax deductible.  

Joshua Knauss ô95 
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Open House/Science Fair/Art Show 

On Thursday, April 7, the doors of NCS were opened for parents, students, teachers, family, and friends to enjoy  our 

annual Open House, Science Fair, and Art Show.  Parents picked up report cards, met with teachers, viewed the Sci-

ence Fair projects and Art Show entries, and enjoyed refreshments.  It also gave prospective families the opportunity 

to see the school, meet the teachers and staff, and look over the classroom curriculum.   

 

Seventh and eighth grade group science projects and ninth and tenth grade individual science projects were on dis-

play, as well as Art Show entries from third through eighth grades.  All visitors had the opportunity to cast their votes 

for the best science projects.  By combining the popular vote, information board, and science experiment totals, the 

overall results were as follows: 

9th and 10th Grade Individual Science Projects 
 

First Place 

Alyssa Wesner - 10th grade  

 ñUnsaturated Fatsò 

 

Second Place 

Ryan King - 9th grade  

ñElectrolysis of Waterò 

 

Third Place 

Taylor Stutsman - 10th grade 

ñHow Different Densities of Liquids Affect Sound in Wine Glassesò 

 

Popular Vote  

                                       Phylicia Salsman - 10th grade 

       ñFood Preferences of Guinea Pigsò  

Fourth grade students entered sand castle artwork. Other students in grades 3 through 8 entered art projects in many different me-

diums including oil painting, water color, sketching, pastels, colored pencil, and counted cross-stitch..  The winners were: 

 

      3rd Grade         4th Grade       5th Grade                       

Jack Bittnerð1st                       Emma Heid & Lucas Bailorð1st    Jacob Nelsonð1st                

Ben Nelsonð2nd                      Peggy Ulmer & Kristen Derrð2nd    Hosannah Ilgenfritzð2nd 

Micah Fersterð3rd                   Collin York & Madeline Clarkð3rd  Abbey Lytleð3rd   

 

      6th Grade                      7th Grade                      8th Grade 

Braiden Reich & Skylar Mazeð1st  MaKayla Fersterð1st    Larissa Hummelð1st 

Allison Moore & Hannah Huntð2nd Faith Wolfeð2nd    Dorothyann Reichð2nd 

Bethany Severn & Isaac Bittnerð3rd Hugh Haynerð3rd    Madison Fersterð3rd    

7th and 8th Grade Group Projects 

Popular Vote 

Jordan Hunt & David Mahoney 

ñFlammability of Household Productsò 
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Spring Program  

The Spring Program was held on 

Friday, April 15, at Emmanuel Bi-

ble Fellowship Church outside of 

Sunbury.  A wonderful time of 

praise to the Lord in music and 

song was enjoyed by over a thou-

sand family members, friends, and 

alumni of NCS who came for either 

the morning or evening service.   

 

It was thrilling to hear fa-

miliar hymns like the Won-

derful Grace of Jesus and  

O For a Thousand Tongues 

being lifted in praise to our 

great God by all in attend-

ance.  From the youngest 

kindergartner singing for 

the first time to the oldest 

senior singing for the last 

time before their gradua-

tion, Handelôs Hallelujah 

(from Messiah) continues 

to be one of the most inspi-

rational musical pieces per-

formed by NCS students 

and alumni.   

Itôs still not too late to order Spring Program CDs (for $5 each) and DVDs (for 

$10 each) through the school office.  Orders will be available for pickup before 

the end of May.      


